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The Ultimate Goal 
Pass in Review 
As military folks, I think we have all found ourselves on an open parade field at one time or 
another, sharply dressed in our uniforms, proud to be serving our country, maybe listening to our 
commander speaking to and encouraging the troops. On the other hand, it might have been a hot, 
humid summer day and we might have been just waiting for the 'Pass In Review!' command 
because that would mean it was almost over and we could go home. We might have been in the 
stands watching. It can certainly be a grand occasion with the formations of troops, the marching 
band, flags flying and all the pomp and circumstance. I wasn't among the marchers at my all time 
favorite parade field ceremony. I was watching my son marching past at his graduation 
ceremony from MP school. A little fatherly pride showing here, I'm afraid. But this isn't about 
me. 

Key Verse: 
"After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from 
every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. 
They were wearing white robes and holding palm branches in their hands." Revelation 7:9 
(NIV) 
Revelation, chapter 7, gives us a glimpse of a scene in heaven. The author, the apostle John, 
living in exile on the island of Patmos was on a supernatural reconnaissance mission to heaven, 
escorted by a mighty angel. I guess you could call Revelation his written 'after action report'. I'm 
just sharing a few verses that really catch my attention. 
Try and visualize this great multitude, robed in white, palm branches in their hands, before the 
throne of the Lamb, Jesus Christ. What an awesome panorama! The members of the multitude 
represent every tribe and nation on earth and stand before the throne in heaven because they 
received Christ as Savior and Lord while still mere mortals. However, they are not just standing 
silently, as we might be at that change of command ceremony. Picture this heavenly formation, 
countless voices raised in unison, their cry echoing across heaven… 
"Salvation belongs to our God, 
who sits on the throne, 
and to the lamb!" (v.10) 
And that's not all! All the angels were also around the throne, maybe like the commander's battle 
staff in our ceremonies. They don't just stand there at parade rest either…. 
"They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, saying: 
"Amen! 
Praise and glory 
and wisdom and thanks and 
honor 
and power and strength 



be to our God for ever and 
ever. 
Amen!" 

So What! 
For me, it's almost like a Paul Harvey experience. I remember pictures of Armageddon, the final 
battle, plagues and seals, blood, fire and smoke, but not much else. Now I know 'the rest of the 
story', and wanted to share. I hope you encouraged by this glimpse at this great gathering in 
heaven, knowing you have already secured your position in the ranks. 
My friend, if you haven't or are not sure, investigate the claims of Christ. He's not just sitting on 
a throne in heaven, he lives in the hearts of many and has sent his Spirit to empower us while we 
serve him down here on planet earth. Know that he loves you and patiently awaits your 
homecoming. Not only that, he's getting heaven ready for you! As he told his disciples before he 
went home to his Father…………. 
"Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father's house 
are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you know." John 
14:11-4 (NKJV) 


